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Questions Answered
Through scientific analysis, we can help you 
answer pertinent questions such as: 
 

•  Was the material defective?   
•  Was the structure designed properly 

for the intended loadings?   
•  Was temperature or fatigue an issue?  
•  Was the failed structure exposed to 

excessive loading?     
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Snow Load Roof Collapse: 
 

After a period of very heavy snow, a flat-
roofed building suffered collapse of a portion 
of its roof.  We demonstrated that the steel 
joists produced by our client were not 
defectively welded by showing that the 
welds that failed were sufficient to carry the 
design load of the roof.  Thus, we proved 
that the cause of the accident was the 
combination of snow and rain, creating a 
load nearly twice the roof’s design load.  


